Enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli (ETEC) that bear F4 fimbriae on their surface (F4+ ETEC) are a major cause of postweaning diarrhoea (PWD) in pigs. The F4 fimbriae enable the bacteria to colonize the small intestine and subsequently, to produce enterotoxins causing diarrhoea. Consequently, an F4-specific secretory IgA response at the intestinal mucosa that neutralizes the fimbriae is desired for protection against postweaning diarrhoea.
immunomodulating effect of retinoic acid, the metabolite of vitamin A on intramuscular immunization of pigs with HSA. Retinoic acid is produced by dendritic cells in the small intestinal lamina propria, Peyers' patches and mesenteric lymph nodes and is suggested to be involved in the imprinting of gut-homing specificity on lymphocytes. The results of this experiment are under evaluation.
